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bearing is courteous and full of dignity, especially
if he be of Arab descent His features are Semitic
and his complexion of a pale olive,
A Muhammadan is allowed by the Quran to
have four wives* Unless he is a rich man, he
rarely burdens himself with that number, as each
wife is supposed to have a separate suite of rooms
and her own servants. One or two at most suffice
for the Muslims of Triplicate as a rule Whatever
the number and whatever the order in which they
are married, the bride who is chosen by the man's
mother is considered the chief wife. The marriage
is called the shahdi, and the ceremonies connected
with it, in which the bridegroom's mother takes
part, are never repeated. The other marriages are
xnade less formally* One is called the nikah, and
the other the murta. The latter may be made
by a declaration before witnesses of the man's
intention and the woman's consent The object
of these easily formed alliances is to prevent the
birth of illegitimate children, and to give the
offspring of temporary unions a legal claim upon
their father.
The qasd comes to the bridegroom's house
dressed in richly embroidered robes. In old days
he was carried in a smart palankeen, but in these